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1. Introducéo

Now we are living in a globalized world, therefore there is the necessity of understanding other cultures as well as having a common
language to make communication possible among nations. In this case the English language has been being used all over the world in
order to make people understand each other. Thislanguage is not only important for business, but also for academic purpose and it is
the most used language in tourism.

As it should not be different, many Language schools have been being created to teach English to local people in several different
countries. The point is the materials developed to teach English are supposed to reach as many countries at once as possible. For
instance, kids from Japan sometimes have to study with an English textbook used in Germany for the same purpose, to teach English.
With this example one can notice that at least three cultures arein contact at the same time: the Japanese, the German and the English
or American cultures. Thereis no problem since the textbook mentioned provides enough information about culture which allows the
students and the teacher to understand and to communicate with each other.

Even though the majority of English teaching materials available in the market are concerned with the culture issue, sometimesit is
possible to find coursebook activities which fail in the attempt to reach students’ culture awareness; therefore miscommunication can
happen when students do not learn culture in a proper way.

It has been noticed that communication is not only about knowing the language structure itself, but it is a'so knowing some aspects
related to culture. Within this point of view one cannot study language separately from culture or vice versa. When speaking aforeign
language one cannot put aside his or her background knowledge and that involves his or her own culture which will be in many
situations in conflict with the one from the target language. Encountering two or more cultures together involves a lot of interaction
that goes beyond using a common language. There are certain situations in which miscommunication occurs only because thereis a
misinterpretation involving culture awareness. As now we learn English in order to interact with the whole world and not only with
English speaking countries, it is essential that we have an open-mind towards other ways of life, therefore learning other culturesisa
way of developing awareness and respect aswell asit can be afun way of learning the language structure. Therefore teaching cultural
aspects of alanguage can also work as a motivator for who studies the language.

2. Objetivos

This paper is about Interculturalism and the effects it has in teaching English as a Foreign Language. It is aimed at analyzing three
English course books available in the market in order to see their perspectives about the culture issue.

Throughout studies and coursebooks analyses this paper wants to propose a discussion about the following questions:

1- How are Intercultural activities presented in the coursebooks?

2- How much can culture information found in the coursebooks help students to acquire the language?



3- How can Brazilian students find their own culture in the coursebook?

3. Desenvolvimento

In order to reach its purpose this study used qualitative research. This qualitative research was aimed to gather enough information
about Intercultural aspects contained in English course books used to teach EFL (English as a Foreign Language). This subject
analyzed important characteristics related to interculturalism.

For this analyze two well-known course books used to teach at language institution and one book used to teach elementary school
were chosen based on their popularity. The two firsts are imported, and the second is made in Brazil. The idea of having two imported
books and a national one is to analyze how a Brazilian material deals with intercultural issues. The three books are considered to be
elementary level. The choice of level was based on the idea that students should be introduced to intercultural activities since an early
start of their studiesin atarget language.

The collected data was placed into a frame in order to be studied accordingly to the theories previously presented. The aim was to
verify how the coursebooks present or not intercultural activities throughout a qualitative research.

4. Resultado e Discussao

The qualitative results are being analised throught the intercultural perspective. Asthe coursebook analises are not completed yet. The
discussion isincomplete.

5. Consider agbes Finais

It is belived that this paper will contribute to English classes in the way teachers and students will became aware of the interculture
issue.

Aswhen acquiring aforeign language learners must find their place in this “new speech” community. Therefore having Intercultural
competence is extremely important for this to happen. According to Corbett (2010) the idea about acquiring a foreign language has
changed from copying the native speaker to finding learners’ own space within a target language.

Refer éncias Bibliogr &ficas

Australian Government, Department of Education, Science and Training. Report on Intercultural Language Learning, Griffith
University, 2003.

Concil of Europe. The Common European Framework of references for languages: Learning, teaching and assessing. Cambridge
University Press, Available at: http://www.coe.int/t/dgd/linguistic/cadre_en.asp. 2001. Retrieved August, 2012.

TOMALIN, B. Culture - the fifth language skill. Available at:
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/think/articles/culture-fith-language-skill, 2008. Retrieved August, 2012.

The National Center for Cultural Competence. Available at: http://nccc.georgetown.edu/foundatios/frameworks.html#ccdefinition.
Retrieved August, 2012.

British Council/ELTeCS Intercultural Resource Pack, Latin America Perspectives

BYRAM, M. Teaching and Assessing Intercultural Communicative Competence, 1997.

BYRAM, M and GRUNDY, P. Languages for intercultural communication and education 6 - Context and Culture in Language
Teaching and Learning. Short Run Press, Great Britain, 2003

CORBETT, JExplore, Reflect and Discuss: intercultural activities for the language classroom, Disal New Routes n°14, 2001
CORBETT, John. Intercultural Language Activities. 1° ed. Cambridge University Press, United Kingdom, 2010.

CORBETT, John. Languages for Intercultural Communication and Education, 7: Intercultural Approach to English Teaching.
Clevedon, GBR: Multilingual Matters Limited, 2003.

DERVIN, F. Assessing Intercultural Competencesin Language Learning and Teaching: acritical review of current efforts. 2009.
GRAVES, Kathleen. Designing language courses, A guide for teachers. 2002.

HAMILOGLU, K and MENDI, B. A content analysis related to the cross-cultural/intercultural elements used in EFL coursebooks.
Volume 7, n°1 (seria n° 73). 2010.

KRAMSH, Claire. Context and culture in language teaching, Oxford University Press. 1993.

LIDDICOAT, Anthony. Static and dynamic views of culture and Intercultural language acquisition. 2002.



TOMLINSON, Brian. Developing Materials for language teaching. 3° ed. Cromwell Press, 2003.

NIETO, Sonia. Language, culture, and teaching: Critical Perspectives. 2. ed. New Y ork: Routledge 2010.

ALLWOOD, Jens. On the role of cultural content and cultural context in language instruction. University of Goteborg, Dept of
Linguistics, 1990.

CHLOPEK, Zofia. The intercultural approach to EFL teaching and learning. English Teaching Forum, n° 4, Poland, 2008.

PETERSON, Elizabeth and COLTRANE, Bronwyn. Culture in second language teaching. Center for applied linguistics.
EDO-FL-03-09, 2003.



